NOTICE TO MEMBERS:

We are again conducting
services in person as well as
per ZOOM.

Please contact Sensei for links.

REGULAR SCHEDULE

ENGLISH SERVICES
Sundays 10:00am

JAPANESE SERVICES
Sundays 11:30am

SEIZA MEDITATION
Thursdays 7:30pm

MORNING MEDITATION

Fridays 10:00am

SPECIAL EVENTS

Sunday July 3rd

10am Shotsuki Service

11:30am Japanese Service
Monday July 11th

7pm SBT Board Meeting
Saturday July 16th

10:30am Obon Service

3:00pm Bon Odori

Sunday July 17th

10am Obon Service
Sunday August 7th

10am Shotsuki Service

11:30am Japanese Service

Please see
COMING EVENTS

On page 3 for more
details and
events

FUJINKAI
TOBAN 2

Contact: Itoko Akune
604-244-7710
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Obon, a Time For Action

After going through a wet and cold spring, with the onset of
summer a couple of days ago, suddenly the weather forecast
states that we are in for a period of hot and hazy days coming
up. It’s like going out of the cooler and into the oven. I guess
this is all part of the global warming effects. The news reporter
said that our bodies need time to acclimatize to the sudden
change so please be careful not to get heat stroke with the
sudden increase in temperature.

Speaking of summer, the season of Obon has quickly come upon us. In Japan,
the national holiday for Obon is held from August 13th to the 16th, however,
here in Canada, most temples hold the Obon service in July as many people go
away in August on summer vacation. At our temple we will be holding the Obon
weekend this year on July 16th and 17th. It will be the first time in three years
that we will be holding a regular Obon weekend with the Nokotsudo Obon service
on Saturday, July 16th at 10:30 am followed by the Bon Odori in the afternoon
starting at 4:00 pm (vendors will start selling from 3:00 pm). On Sunday, July
17th, we will hold our joint English and Japanese Obon service from 10:00 am
with special guest minister, Rev. Tatsuya Aoki of the Vancouver Buddhist Temple.

As many of you have heard repeatedly, Obon tells the story of one of Sakyamuni
Buddha’s ten great disciples, Moggallana, and his pre-deceased mother. Without
going into all the details, the story comes from the Ullambana Sutra and tells of
how Moggallana was able to relieve his mother from the state of suffering in the
Realms of the Hungry Ghost by performing Dana or Selfless Giving.

Traditionally in Japan, it is said that during the Obon period our ancestors
return to our homes for an annual visit. Throughout the country, one will find the
homes with special paper Chochin Lanterns by the Butsudan (Buddhist Altar)
to help the ancestors to find their way home. Many will also place two figurines,
one made of a cucumber with four toothpicks sticking out below to make four legs
that is stands on, and the other is an eggplant also with four toothpicks sticking
out from below which it stands on. The explanation for these two figurines is that
the cucumber represents a horse, which is supposed to be a very fast animal.
So, at the beginning of the Obon period, the wish is for our ancestors to hurry
home riding on the horse. The eggplant is supposed to represent a cow, which is
a much slower and plodding animal. On the last day of the Obon period, when
the ancestors are supposed to return to the other world, the wish is for them to
go by cow at a very slow pace. Whether our ancestors or spirits actually come
to visit us or not is really secondary. The point of all this is to show that our
ancestors are not far away from us. They really are only a thought away, and we
make effort to remember them, at least once a year at the Obon service. As we
remember and honor our loved ones, they also provide us with the opportunity
to listen to the Buddha Dharma. In Jodo Shinshu this means to come together at
the temple to listen and recite the Name of Amida Buddha or otherwise known
as the Nembutsu.

Over the past couple of years, we have been holding mostly online services
using the Zoom meeting platform. It has been a valuable tool in keeping everyone
in contact with one another; however, recently I came to realize one major fault
with the platform. Because of the limitations in technology, at present, when
one joins a Zoom meeting, one can only hear one person at a time. This is fine
for something like a meeting with conversations as people take turns speaking,
however, it doesn’t work well when you are trying to do something with multiple
voices at the same time. Singing as a group does not work well, nor does chanting
as a group. What I have been doing during our online sessions is to mute everyone
else so that everyone only hears my voice when we are chanting. (Cont. P4.)
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Hiroko Yoshihara

Two outdoor garage sales were held on
May 7 and June 11 raising $750.00. More
outdoor sales will be held in late July and
early August on the weekends depending
on the weather. Thank you to everyone who brought
donations and to those who helped.

Our temple kitchen has not been used very often during
the past two years. Occasionally we have made manju and
karinto, made tea and coffee, sold Japanese groceries and
accepted donations of items.

The temple clean up on Sunday, June 12 resulted in
all boxes removed from the floor in the kitchen as the
health inspector was making a visit. The space now looks
refreshingly clear of clutter.

The storage room also has been emptied. The rice cookers
and rice warmers have been moved into the Wisteria Place
kitchen, along with the dinner ware and flower vases. The
dinner plates, cups and saucers have been marked “SBT”
with a permanent black marker. The next year will be a
time of transition as we adjust to the changes. We will still
be able to serve tea and refreshments after regular services
and have our pot lucks using the classroom.

Japanese Groceries Available at the Temple

Genmai cha (1 kg) SENBEI:
Inari/age (40 pieces) Ajinorakuen
Mentsuyu (1 litre) Gomasuki

Sakura arare
Contact: Hiroko Yoshihara
at hi.yosh@telus.net
or at 604.277.6521
if you are interested.
in making a purchase.

Onigiri nori (box of 5 pkg)
Shiro miso (1 kg)

Shoyu (1 Gallon)

Takuan

Umeboshi

Moe No Kai
Keiko Go

June Moe No Kai was held on Thursday, June 16th. We
had another good turnout. We usually close for the summer
however due to many requests received, we decided to have
another one just before Obon Festival in July. Please join
us again on Thursday, July 14th at 10am. We will be doing
some stretching exercises with Tankohbushi music on.

Let’s get our Steveston Obon spirit going!! See you soon
everyone.

Many Hands Makes
the Task Easier

On Sunday, June 12th, we held our semi-annual temple

cleanup. Thank you to the many volunteers who came to i+

clean and give the temple a good scrubbing. It has been *
over two years since we've had such a thorough cleaning &
and it was wonderful to see so many volunteers coming out -

to help.




Coming Events

The following are some upcoming events occurring at our temple, or activities we will be involved with.
July 16th -17th Obon Weekend (Full Schedule included in this newsletter)
July 24th — 10:00 am Joint English & Japanese Regular Sunday Service
July 31st (Sun) — Steveston Buddhist Temple Golf Tournament at Mylora Golf Course. Sunday Service Cancelled.
August 7th (Sun) 10:00 am — August Shotsuki Memorial Service (English)
11:30 am — August Shotsuki Memorial Service (Japanese)
August 11th to 14th — Vancouver Island Obon Cemetery Visitation Tour
August 14th (Sun) — No Sunday service at the temple due to the Vancouver Island tour.
Rev. Ikuta’s Summer holiday: August 1st — 6th and August 15th — 25th.
September 4th (Sun) 10:00 am — Shotsuki Memorial Service (English)
11:30 am — Shotsuki Memorial Service (Japanese)
September 15th and 16th — JSBTC Ministerial Association and National Board Meetings hosted by
Steveston Buddhist Temple.
September 17th -18th Weekend — BC Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples Federation Convention hosted by
Steveston Buddhist Temple. The theme for this year’s convention will be
“Engaging Jodo Shinshu into our Daily Lives”.

JULY 2022

Hope you can join us for some of the listed events. For further information, please contact the temple office.

Limited Space Still Available for the

Vancouver Island Obon
Cemetery Visitation Tour

August 11 — 14, 2022

The Vancouver Island Obon Cemetery Visitation Tour is
on again after having being cancelled for the past 3 years
due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. A bus has been chartered
for this year’s tour and the itinerary has been set for a very

Bon Odori

Practice

will be held on Friday,

July 8 at 7 p.m.

If the weather is suitable,
1t will be held outside.

If cold or wet, the practice

interesting 3 nights 4 day trip to the Island. There are still will be inside.

a limited number of spaces available for the trip. Although
the deadline for applications was set for June 30th, we have
extended the deadline until July 15th. If you are interested
in joining us for a meaningful and enjoyable trip, please
contact Rev. Grant or the temple office to receive more

information.
In Gassho,

Akune, Yuichi
Amadatsu, Johnny
Arima, Kenichi
Atagi, Kaoru
Beaton, Yoshimi
Clarke, Sandra May
Domae, Isa
Eskandari, Kazuko
Hamade, Taki
Hamade, Tsuyoshi

Arima, Kimiko

Doi, Roy

Hamade, Tomekichi
Hamaura, Kazuo
Harada, Eiichi
Haya, Kumae
Hayashi, Hirokichi
Hirose, Rosie

Ikuta, Mino

Ishida, Ren

Iwata, Roy Motomaru

JULY 2022 MEMORIAL SERVICE (Please bring your “Homyo”.)

Hashimoto, Toyozo
Hashimoto, Tsuta
Hibi, Aika

Higo, Saichiro
Hikida, Tazu
Hirose, Tahei
Hirose, Toku
Hirota, Mitsuyuki
Ishida, Yokichi
Kariya, Kimiko

Kishi, Kazuko
Kitagawa, Kikuye
Kitagawa, Masa
Kondo, Hiroshi
Koyama, Chieko
Kung, Laurence
Matsumura, Eikichi
Maede, Kikuye
Maeda, Tomino
Mitsui, Ken

Mori, Chiyo

Morimoto, Chiyo
Morimoto, Toshinosuke
Murao, Toshio

Nagata, Kory

Nishi, Tsuta

Nishi, Hiroshi

Nitta, Kitaro

Okano, Koito

Osaka, Kikue

Oura, Toshiharu
Pineda, Sena
Sakai, Yasuichi
Sakamoto, Yasue
Sakiyama, Toshiye
Takane, Katsu
Tanaka, Koharu
Tani, Mikie
Taniwa, Fusae
Taniwa, Kazuo

AUGUST 2022 MEMORIAL SERVICE (Please bring your “Homyo”.)

Kaita, Reiki
Kato, Akiko
Katayama, Ishi
Kimura, Kazuo
Kobayashi, Yoshiaki
Koyanagi, George
Kubota, Toshiko
Maede, Yakichi
Matsushita, June
Mitsuishi, Teizo
Mukai, Unosuke

Nakade, Sode
Nakatsu, Kannosuke
Nakanishi, Takaharu
Narukami, Katsujiro
Nishi, Fusae
Nishihama, Shigeharu
Nishii, Kinue
Nomura, Fuji

Ogawa, Tokiko
Ohara, Chiyo

Okabe, Satoru

Oura, Miyoko
Oyama, Seiwa
Oye, Yazaemon
Ryomoto, Hisashi
Sakai, Kazuichi
Sakai, Tsune
Shiyoji, Yakichi
Tabata, Inao
Takeshita, Tamie
Tani, Kazuo
Taniwa, Itsuko

Tasaka, Masashi
Terai, Cheryl
Teramura, Yoshio
Tomosada, Kikue
Toyoda, Yoshiharu
Tsumura, Isao
Wada, Chikae
Yamada, (Roy) Hideo
Yamamoto, Iwakazu
Yamamoto, Jukichi
Yamamoto, Kazuo

Teramura, Kinue
Teranishi, Hatsu
Toyoda, Kiyoko
Uchida, Fumiko
Uyeyama, Fukujiro
Yamamoto, (Tom)
Yutaka

Yoshida, Ben
Yoshida, Yoshie
Yoshida, Takahiko

Yamamoto, Kiyomi Sue
Yamamoto, Mamoru
Yamamoto, Sadako
Yamamoto, Yasu
Yoshida, Tsurue
Yukawa, Masaru




DHARMA LIGHT
Vandana and Tisarana

The Vandana and Tisarana are chants that go back to
the days of the Buddha when he was spreading his words to
the multitude of followers. Both chants were spoken in Pali.
Although Sanskrit was the classical language of India, Pali
was the language spoken in the province of Magadha where
the Buddha spent his most of his life. Pali was the dialect of
Sanskrit that was understood by all classes of people in this
north-eastern province of India; it was an oral language
relying heavily on phonetics. Hence, we understand why
there were no written words and why the words of the
Buddha were entirely oral.

In the Fall of 2015, Itoko and I were invited by the Indian
Government Department of Tourism to attend a World
Buddhist conference in BodhGaya, India. Here, we had
the opportunity of listening to eminent Buddhist scholars
and leaders and participating in discussions about the
propagation of Buddhism. We also had the fortune of going
on a pilgrimage that included visits to several historical
sites which we had not visited on our first one, a number
of years ago. We flew from Delhi to Bhubaneshwar during
which we were able to view several stupas and temples. On
arrival, we experienced a privately arranged visit to “off
the road” sites including rural private homes and how the
people lived. We saw how they cooked; we participated in
the hand threshing of rice. We were driven to and allowed
to step foot into an archeological “dig” in which Buddhist
artefacts were uncovered and discovered.

All very interesting, but there was one special experience.
It was the highlight of the entire trip. It was the visit to
the Dhamekh Stupa that is located in the city of Sarnath
which is one of the most revered Buddhist pilgrimage
centres in India. This stupa was built in 500 CE to mark
and commemorate the location where the Buddha had
delivered his first sermon to his five disciples after attaining
Enlightenment.

It was at the Dhamekh Stupa where we were very
fortunate to have some private time. We were greeted by
a Buddhist monk clothed in a saffron coloured robe sitting

cross-legged on a mat at the entrance. He smiled and
extended his hands to us and uttered, “Namaste” (greetings
and welcome to this very special place.) He then asked us,
“ Please join me in chanting the Vandana and Tisarana”.

Vandana: Namo tassa Bhagavato, Arahato, Samma sam
Buddhassa
(Homage to Him, the Exalted One, the
Enlightened One, the Supremely
Awakened One)

Tisarana: Buddham Saranam Gacchami
(We go to the Buddha for Guidance)
Dhammam Saranam Gacchami
(We go to the Dharma for Guidance)
Sangham Saranam Gacchami
(We go the Sangha for Guidance)

As we chanted, there was an aura of calmness and
serenity surrounding us and an unusual connection between
us. I felt a self-detachment and a togetherness with the
monk; I felt Oneness in seeking spiritual delivery together.
The chanting of the Vandana and Tisarana had brought us
together. It was an incredible feeling; it was surreal.

On every possible occasion, with our palms held together,
let us repeat the nembutsu : Namo Amida Butsu. Let us
give praise to the Buddha and entrust ourselves totally to
the Buddha, the Dharma and the Sangha.

“When the thought of wanting to say the
nembutsu emerges

from deep within, having entrusted ourselves to
the inconceivable

power of Amida’s Vow, in that very moment we
are grasped never

to be abandoned, thus receiving the ultimate
benefit.”

Part 1, Tannisho

In Gassho.
Roy Akune

(SENSEI from p.1) Several months ago, at one of the
first Shotsuki services after the government eased the
restriction on gatherings at religious sites we must have
had over 50 people in person at the temple. I remember
having an overwhelming sense of joy when everyone
chanted together in the Hondo. The energy felt by people
coming together could not be duplicated over the computer.

I hope you will take the Obon service as an opportunity
to join us in person at the temple to listen together to the
ringing voice of the Nembutsu.

In Gassho,

Grant Ikuta, minister

Steveston Buddhist Temple

OBITUARY

We would like to express our heartfelt sympathy to
the family members of the following deceased:
Miyeko Tabata June 5, 2022 78 Years Old
Sayoko Nagata June 17,2022 86 Years Old
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DONATIONS & Memberships

The Steveston Buddhist Temple sincerely appreciates and thanks the
following for their generous donations: All donations deposited after
June 22, 2022 will be announced in the next newsletter. Any donations
with notations stating that they are in memory of several individuals,
these names will be acknowledged in the month that the cheque was
deposited. If you wish to have the donations acknowledged in the
newsletter corresponding with a particular Shotsuki month, we ask
that you make donations during that actual Shotsuki memorial month.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.
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General Donation($890): Akune Roy & Itoko, Akune Ted & Rose, Chow
Suezone & Nobu, Doi Terri, Elliott David, Hashimoto Junichi & Atsumi,
Hirose Mary, Ikuta Teruko, Kakehi Tomoko, Oda Jennifer, Ryan
Jeanne, Sawada James & Norma, Watanabe Keiko, Yoshihara Hiroko,
Fraser Buddhist Temple

Donation for the Nakanishi bench ceremony: Nakanishi Michael &
Frances

Shotsuki Services($2,970):

June: Akizuki Eiko, Akizuki Gary & Gloria, Akizuki Russell, Akune Roy
& Itoko, Chan Rob & Elsie, Gilles Sharon, Hamanishi Betty, Hamaura
Misaye, Hibi Carey, Hibi Mika, Hirose Mary, Kamide Glenn, Kariya
Florence, Kawabata Mitsuyo, Kawamoto Tobo & Hiroko, Kokubo
Alice, Kokubo Christine, Kumagai Mary, Kuramoto Ron, Kuramoto
Vern, Matsumura Laverne, Matsumura M&R, Matsunaga Osamu,
Matsunaga Susan, Mizushima Tatsutoki & Karen, Morimoto John,
Morimoto Mas, Mukai Akiko, Murakami Lori, Murao Leanne, Murao
Ray, Murao Ryan, Nagatani Kayo, Nakano Alison, Niguma Kazuko,
Nishi Chizuko, Obayashi Jo-Ann, Oshiro May, Oye Hanako, Ryan
Larry & Jeanne, Sakai Mitsuka, Sakai Mitts & Kay, Sakai Tomiko,
Sameshima Masumi, Sameshima Raymond & Famey, Sameshima
Yoshiko, Satosono Sam & Aya, Stevens Annette, Tasaka Rick & Naomi,
Thaler Peter & Carol-lyn, Toyoda Miyuki, Yokota Yumi, Yoshida Dave &
Arlene, Yoshihara Ken & Hiroko

July, August & December: Kumagai Mary

Major Services($280): Gotan-e: Akizuki Eiko, Ikuta Teruko, Mizushima
Tatsutoki & Karen, Sakai Marge, Suyama Eiji & Caroline Eitaikyo:
Watanabe Keiko Ohigan (spring): Mineta Masayoshi

Funerals & Memorial Services($4,235): In memory of the late:

Mrs. Miyoko Sora in Toronto who passed away in her 95th year on April
19th, 2022 was the only sister of the late Mr. Yoshiro Doc Tomihiro:
Tomihiro Kazy

Mr. Bobby Morimoto’s inurnment service: Morimoto Cathy, Morimoto
John & Yumi & Family, Morimoto A., Sameshima Raymond & Famey,

Tasaka Rick & Naomi

Mrs. Yasuko Nakata’s internment service: Nakata Shirley

Mr. Victor Kawabata’s 49th Day service: Kawabata Mitsuyo, Koyanagi
Susie, Narukami Don & Chiyo, Tasaka Kaz & Chic, Tomihiro Kaz,
Yokota Carl

Mr. Victor Kawabata: Akizuki Eiko, Hirose Mary, Mizuguchi Midori,
Mizuguchi M., Murao Mary, Nakatsu Tsuyoshi & Chizuru, Nishikihama
Teruko, Niwatsukino Family, Sakai Marge, Sakamoto Bud, Sakata
Hozumi, Tabata Tosh, Tasaka R&dJ, Teranishi Michiyo, Tsumura Joann,
Yoshihara Ken & Hiroko, SBTWA, Anonymous

Mr. Fujikazu Kondo: Dolsen Yasuko, Hayashi Tadashi & Ruby, Tanaka

Motomu & Family, Tanaka Emiko, Tanaka Martin & Family, Tanaka
Melvin, Hamanishi Keiko, Hamanishi Betty, Kariya Florence, Kariya
Yoriko, Kondo Kaoru, Kondo Norman, Kondo Terry, Murray Gloria,
Nakade Esther, Nishi Masato, Okabe Mary, Oye Yoko, Sakai Yonny &
Emmy, Tabata Tosh, Tasaka Kaz & Chic

Mr. Makoto Ikuta: Matsumura Laverne, Murao Mary, Tasaka R&J,

Yoshida Pamela

Mr. Merv Araki: Akune Aaron, Akune Ted & Rose, Moore Naomi & Family
Mr. Tamotsu & Mrs. Chieko Kondo: Hamanishi Betty, Kariya Florence,

Murray Gloria
** An apology to Mrs. Kazy Tomihiro for not stating in full description in
the last newsletter.

Your Donations are needed and
appreciated!
Donations are the single
largest source of income for the
temple, and allow us to create
our programs, which we hope

you also can enjoy, so we thank
you for your contribution.

Membership 2022 paid: Arima

Masako, Hamanishi Betty, Murao Mary, Sakai Marge, Sakai-Boden
Lynn, Sato Helen, Sawada James & Norma

HAGE: 6
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DHARMA LIGHT

%, STEVESTON
$ Buddhist
~ Temple

Would you like to receive your own copy of Dharma Light?

4360 Garry Street Send an e-mail to: events@steveston-temple.ca and ask to be added to our mailing list.
Richmond BC. V7E 2V2 (All members automatically receive a copy vie e-mail, hand delivery or Canada Post.)
Tel: (604) 277-2323 If f

= If you would like to become a member, please come
Fax: (604) 277-0313 MEMBERSHIP: to the office and complete the membership form.
info@steveston-temple.ca

www.steveston-temple.ca Joln the @h@ anad @E@@j the Dhermea

OBON &

Our Obon weekend is just around the corner. For the first time
in 3 years, we will be holding all of our Obon events in person.
We hope you will be able to join us for the weekend.

The following is the schedule for our Obon Weekend.

OBON NOKOTSUDO SERVICE #4 %25 )
Saturday, July 16th, 10:30 am
7A168 (LEA) Farl08E

BON ODORI £
Saturday, July 16th, gates open at 3:00 pm
7TH168 (L H) i3855 P

OBON SERVICE % &% %
Sunday July 17th at 10:00 am
TRA178 (HEA) FE7T108F
Our guest for Obon this year will be Rev.
Tatsuya Aoki of the Vancouver Buddhist Temple &




