NOTICE TO MEMBERS:

Our services are also live on ZOOM.
Please contact Sensei for links.

REGULAR SCHEDULE

BILINGUAL SERVICES
Sundays 10:30am

CHANTING PRACTICE
2nd&4th Sundays 11:30am

JAPANESE PLAYGROUP
Takarajima Tuesdays 10-12pm

SEIZA MEDITATION
Thursdays 7:30pm

MORNING MEDITATION
Fridays 10:00am

SPECIAL EVENTS

Sunday April 5th 10:30am
Shotsuki Service

Saturday April 11th 1pm to 4pm
Chow Mein Drive Thru Pickup

Sunday April 12th 10:30am
Regular Service &
11:30am Chanting Practice

Monday April 13th 7:00pm
Board Meeting

Thursday April 16th 10:00am
Moe no Kai

Friday April 17th 7:00pm
Hanamatsuri Concert

Saturday April 18th 3:00pm
Lecture by Rev. Kanaya

Sunday April 19th 10:00 am
Dharma School &
10:30am Hanamatsuri Service

Sunday April 26th 10:30am
Regular Service &
Sarana Affirmation Ceremony
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HANAMATSURI

Finally, a little bit of sunshine!! Over the past week we
have been experiencing what meteorologists refer to as an
atmospheric river and at times it has felt like a river was
coming down upon us. Today (Friday, March 20th) was the
first day in about a week in which the blue skies have come out
and the cherry blossoms have sprung to life in full blossom.

Itis during such a wonderful time of the year that we celebrate our Hanamatsuri
Service. Hanamatsuri celebrated in April to commemorate the birth of Gautama
Sakyamuni Buddha, who was said to have been born on April 8th, 565 BC, in
Lumbini’s Garden, in what is now known as Nepal. It was in Lumbini’s Garden
that Queen Maya gave birth to baby Siddhartha who would later go on to become
the Buddha. The word, “Hanamatsuri” is Japanese and is translated into English
as the “Flower Festival”, alluding to the passage that says that sweet rain and
flower petals fell from the heavens when baby Siddhartha was born.

According to legend, the newborn baby took seven steps and pointed his right
hand to the sky and his left hand to the earth and spoke the following words:

“Above and below the heavens,
I alone, am the World-Honoured One.”

Every year, we hold the Hanamatsuri service pouring sweet tea over the
standing statue of the baby Buddha which symbolizes the sweet rain falling from
the heavens. The meaning behind baby Siddhartha taking seven steps is to signify
that the Buddha was beyond the six realms of suffering that exists in this world.
The words that the baby Buddha spoke symbolizes, not that he is the greatest,
but that we each only have one life which is unrepeatable; therefore, for each of
us, our lives should be considered in the same way. In this way, Hanamatsuri is
not just a celebration of the Buddha’s birth, but a celebration of the true gift of
life.

Shinran Shonin, in his Sho Zo Matsu Wasan (Poems on the Right, Semblance,
and Last Dharma Age) wrote the following verse:

“Sakyamuni and Amida by their compassion
gives us the desire for Buddhahood.
By entering into wisdom of Shinjin
We become those who thank the Buddha.”

Through the teachings of Sakyamuni and Amida Buddha, we have been given
the guidance to find the truth to life. As we gather for the Hanamatsuri Service
on the 19th of April, let us come together to say thank you to Sakyamuni Buddha
for coming into this world to share the teachings of the Buddha Dharma.

Gassho,
Grant Tkuta



DHARMA LIGHT

Dharma School
Tsumugi Kamakura

Today at Dharma School, we had a fun and meaningful
day together.

We enjoyed many recreational activities and spent a
great time with everyone. We also took photos together
with the Children’s Day display, which made the day
even more special.

At the end, we all had a nice snack time together.

I'm really happy I could spend this wonderful time
with everyone.
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FUJINKAI NEWS
Hiroko Kawamoto

Japanese Foods Sold on First Sunday
of every month at Shotsuki

(small) or 1 kg bag (large)
Inari (40 bags)
Takuan (small /regular)
Miso paste
Sakura crackers
Black Bean crackers
Instant miso
Shoyu low sodium
Cooking sake
Mirin
Sashimi-grade maguro
Fukujinzuke
401b rice

2026 Vancouver Island Obon Tour

Date: August 6 —10, 2026

Participation Fee:  Still to be determined.

Highlights:

e This year, we are delighted to announce a group from
the Buddhist Temple of Southern Alberta will be joining
us on the tour. We will be renting 2 Vans to travel on the
Island.

e Participating in Lantern festival for Peace in Nanaimo.

e Visit to Paldi Museum, Campbell River Museum, and
Cumberland Museum with presentations on the “Nikkei
Experience prior to and during WWII on the Island”.

e Bon Odori in Nanaimo with the Seven Potatoes Nikkei
Community.

e Possible visit to the Nikkei Monument Project in
Victoria

e Visiting the Japanese-Canadian cemetery sites in Port
Alberni, Cumberland, Nanaimo, Chemainus, Duncan, and
Ross Bay Cemetery in Victoria

e Enjoying fellowship gatherings with local communities
on the Island.

e Along with the spiritual component, we will also have
the opportunity to sightsee some of the most beautiful
areas of our west coast.

e Enjoying fine culinary cuisines of the Island.

e Maximum number of participants will be capped at 20
people due to the van sizes.

Join us for this special journey of the heart. A trip you
won’t want to miss.

For a detailed schedule of weekend events or for more
information please contact Rev. Grant Ikuta at rev.ikuta@
steveston-temple.ca, or at the Steveston Buddhist Temple
(604) 277-2323.

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to the Steveston Buddhist Temple

Guy Garry
Katai Teruko
Rodrigues Leah
Wenzel Brad

We are very happy that you have become a
member of the Temple and hope that you will
be able to enjoy the variety of activities this

temple offers.



Sarana Affirmation Ceremony

The Steveston Buddhist Temple is organizing a special
Sarana Affirmation Ceremony on Sunday, April 26th
following the morning service. The Sarana Ceremony is an
important ceremony for individuals interested in receiving
their Dharma Name and making an affirmation that he/
she will try to live their life as a Jodo Shinshu Buddhist.

Bishop Tatsuya Aoki will preside over the ceremony. The
day will begin at 9:30 am with a half hour conversation
with Socho Aoki, discussing the meaning of the Sarana
Affirmation Ceremony. Following the discussion, we ask
that participants join in the morning service starting at
10:30 am which will be followed by the actual Sarana
Affirmation Ceremony at 11:30 am.

Please contact Rev. Ikuta for more information and to
receive the application form for the Affirmation Ceremony.
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Your Donations are needed and

APRIL 2026

Upcoming Lectures

Starting Wednesday, April 8th at 7:30 pm, Rev.
Grant will start up the spring lecture series.
The lectures will be for 5 to 6 consecutive weeks
and will continue to use Prof. Jeff Wilson’s book,
“Buddhism of the Heart” as the source material
for the talks. The lectures will be online using the
Zoom platform. Please contact Rev. Grant if you
are interested in joining the sessions. Everyone is

welcome.
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OBITUARY

We would like to express our heartfelt sympathy
to the family members of the following deceased:

Andrew ‘Andy’ Nakata February 22,2026 92 Years Old
Kiyoko Tanaka March 2, 2026 106 Years Old
Tamotsu “Tom’ Yesaki ~ March 7, 2026 91 Years Old
Jean Setsuko Koyanagi March 13, 2026 89 Years Old

Akizuki, Kinuyo
Atagi, Kazuko
Atode, Yasutaro
Ayukawa, Margaret
Etori, Chiyo
Fukakusa, Akio
Hama, Kenzo
Hamada, Chiyoko
Hamade, Tokuno
Hamanishi, Shinjiro
Hamano, Kiyoshi
Hashimoto, Shizue
Haya, Yoshimatsu
Hikita, Takeo

Akizuki, Sukenobu
Akizuki, Takeyo
Arima, Daniel Hideki
Bauer, Josef Georg
Doi, Leona

Hamade, Hatsuyo
Hamaura, Kiichiro
Haya, Haruko
Hayashi, Yasu
Hirose, Ted, Tadahiko
Tkari, Toshiko

April 2026 MEMORIAL SERVICE (Please bring your “Homyo”.)

Hikida, Tatsuo
Ikari, Senichi Roy
Tkari, Tsuru

Rev. Ikuta, Kyojo
Ito, Tamotsu
Iwata, Genevieve
Kakino, Chiyoko
Kariya, Ayako
Kariya, Chiyoko
Kariya, Isamu
Kariya, Sadasuke
Kariya, Yonekazu
Kawasaki, Takeo
Kimura, Yoshio

Kishiuchi, Michio
Kishiuchi, Yoshiko
Kitade, Sute
Kitagawa, Michiko
Kitsuda, Nobuo
Kondo, Fujikazu
Koyanagi, Mutsuo
Maeda, Toshimatsu
Matsumura, Matsuo
Matsuo, Kametaro
MecAllister, Rosalie Chitose
Miyazaki, Susie Shizuko
Mori , Kahoru
Morishita, Masaharu

Morishita, Michiyo
Morizawa, Choichiro
Murao, Mon
Nakamura, Miyuki
Nakanishi, Harue
Nakatani, Sam
Nakatsu, Tsunenobu
Narukami, Teruo
Nishi, Misako

Nishi, Nancy

Nishi, Shigeo
Niwatsukino, Betty Hideko
Nogami, Mieko
Ohara, Masao

Oikawa , Hisashi
Okano, Tokiko
Oura, Chiye

Oye, Yasuo

Sakai, Ei

Sakai, Terry Teruo
Sakamoto, Hirotaka
Sameshima, Margaret
Shiyoji, Koito

Shoji, Matsue
Suzuki, Richard
Tanaka, Eddy

Tani, Seikichi
Tezuka, Michihiko

May 2026 MEMORIAL SERVICE (Please bring your “Homyo”.)

Ikeda, Hisano
Inouye, Tomojiro
Ishida, Takezo
Ishida, Tracy Toru
Kanno, Kikumi
Kawabata, Victor
Kishi , Setsuko
Kishiuchi, Tane
Kitade, Yasuo
Kudo, Mary Yoshiko
Kuriyama, Kikuyo

Kurahashi, Tazuko
Kuramoto, Tomiyuki
Maekawa, Sandra
Takeno

Matsuba, Nobuo
Matsumura, Yasue
Miyazaki, Takemi Tak
Mori, Michiharu
Murao, Michitaka
Murao, Nagako
Nagata, Shokichi

Nishi, Teruo
Nishikihama, Kono-
suke

Nomura, Yukie
Ogawa, Masatsugu
Okano, Fumio
Okano, Hideo
Okano, Masaji
Osaka, George
Oshiro, Art Yeichi
Ryan, Lee Takashi

Sakamoto, Claudette
Sakamoto, Noboru
Sakata, Chiyoko
Sakata, Masakazu
Sakiyama, Fukumatsu
Sakiyama, Joy
Sameshima, Hisako
Sato, Fumie
Shirakawa, Kiichiro
Suzuki, Evelyn
Tabata, Yoshiaki

Tsukijima, Shigeko
Urata, Minoru
Uyeyama, Tokue
Yamada, Shizuyo
Yamaguchi, Junshiro
Yamaguchi, Nobuye
Yamashita, Harry
Yamashita, Heijiro
Yesaki, Sunae
Yokota, Ayako
Yokota, Shige
Yoshida, Mitsu
Yoshida, Kinoe

Takasaki, Kazuo
Takeuchi, Fujitaka
Taniwa, Tei

Toyoda, Fusako
Upadhyaya, Hisaka
Yamamoto, Kazuhiko
Yamamoto, Nancy
Sumiko

Yamamoto, Terumi




DHARMA LIGHT
Daffodils and Hanamatsuri

It has been a tradition at the
Steveston temple to offer daffodils to
the baby Buddha on his birthday, April
8, approximately 2,600 years ago. He
was born in Lumbini Garden (in present
day country of Nepal) surrounded by
flowers on a rainy warm morning. It
1s for this reason that we offer daffodils
and feature a ritual in which we pour
sweet tea, emblematic of the rain, over
the statue of Siddhartha Gautama, the
historical Buddha.

Daffodils are the flower for the month of March. And,
they are appropriate for Hanamatsuri as they are symbolic
of the image of birth and new beginnings, marking the
arrival of spring, a fresh start from the cold of winter. It
is also the flower of happiness and resilience. It is, for this
reason, that it is very fitting to have chosen the daffodils as
our offering to the baby Buddha.

Daffodils are plentiful and can be seen gracing the flower
beds of many of the homes along many streets and avenues
in Richmond and in the neighbourhood of the temple. As
well, their splendour can be seen growing with resilience in
the wild, unattended, along the Railway Avenue Greenway.

Their simplicity and gracefulness reminds me of the
poem written in old English by the well known English
poet, William Wordsworth. This poem is very famous and
has been read by many. In fact, it has been taught in our
schools for decades.

It begins with:

I wandered lonely
as a cloud that floats
on high o’er vales and
hills,

When all at
once I saw a crowd,
a host of golden
daffodils;

Beside  the
lake, beneath the
trees, fluttering and
dancing in the breeze.

And ends with:

For often, when on
my watch, I lie vacant
or in a pensive mood.

They flash upon that inward eye which is the bliss of
solitude;

And then my heart with pleasure fills, and dances with
the daffodils.

Let us all on Hanamatsuri, this very auspicious Day,
join hands together and celebrate the birth of Siddhartha
Gautama. Let us all offer the radiant yellow daffodils.

In Gassho,
Roy Akune
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The past month has been a very busy for the board

— our ‘modus operandi’ these days, and a good sign!

On that note, here are recent Board highlights:

* At the SBT AGM on February 22nd in addition to looking
back and acknowledging the fine work of the sangha on
the standard lineup of the temple’s numerous annual
events, and other significant accomplishments that took
place the past year (eg. inaugural Nippon Fair, Sanmon
Gate & Pet Cemetery, Wisteria Place gatherings, etc), a
number of additional items were addressed:

—Thanks to the wisdom of past board members and
congregation (the generosity of late members, the
creation of Wisteria Place) and years of dedication and
hard work, controlling costs and continuous fundraising,
the temple is in a balanced financial position. — Annette
S, Treasurer

— There i1s a constant list of To Do tasks from electrical,
plumbing, frigs-stoves & construction to landscaping,
lighting-ladders & even rabbits-rodents. And of course
regular temple cleaning days. To offer to help or even
chat about these things, pls. contact Kuni I, Buildings
& Grounds, or leave your name at the office.

—Reverend Grant is a gracious, giving sensei who the
board & sangha are extremely fortunate to have
fundamentally guiding the SBT community. In addition
to 18 funerals, 15 memorials, Bon Odori, Obon events,
the Board acknowleges his leadership in implementing
special collaborative guest ministers/speakers &
workshops like Rites of Passage (end of life). Grant
sensel opitimizes the thematic slogan: “Together we
receive the Dharma. Together we spread the Dharma”

*We are delighted to have new directors join the SBT
board: Patti Ayukawa, Susan Tasaka, Suzie Virtue & Bud
Sakamoto. With plenty of exciting SBT events & projects
and in an ever changing environment, the temple is
fortunate to have such added support, input & knowledge.
Thank you!

* Chowmein Drive-Thru committee was organized. The
ordering deadline is/was April 2nd..AND volunteers
are always needed & welcome! Please contact Renako
(office@steveston-temple.ca) for details and to help (April
10 & 11) with this popular, and fun, fundraiser. This
year’s Chowmein Drive-Thru proceeds will be provided to
the community of Tumbler Ridge.

* For the Sarana Affirmation ceremony on Sun. April 26th
we are organizing a Sat. 25th dinner. For any who wish
to attend pls let Reverend Grant know. It is particularly
impressive and honouring that there are members
travelling from afar to partake in the event, notably
Yvonne Perkins, planning to attend in-person from Austin
Texas!

* The board approved purchasing short-term GIC’s with
daily cash holdings, in order to earn interest before being
allocated to upcoming temple expenses.

APRIL 2026

* Make sure to mark your calendars with: the April 17
Hanamatsuri Japanese taiko & music concert and April
18 lecture & potluck the dynamic reverend Patricia
Kanaya. Both events promise to be most enjoyable to be
apart of.

* Nippon Fair (Sat.May 9): Volunteers are needed to move
wooden tables from the Wisteria garage the day before,
Fri. May 8. Contact Keiko (info@steveston-temple.ca).

* The temple has a number of Obutsudan home altars for
purchase by donation. Notice will be forthcoming to the
membership and in the newsletter.

* In addressing this year’s temple staffing, the board agreed
to assemble an HR committee to establish due diligence.
* The board is following up on a specific donation for a

picnic table on the temple grounds.

*We are happy to announce that a member of our
congregation has expressed interest in pursuing studies
to become a Kaikyoshi minister here in Steveston. At the
AGM it was passed that the Steveston Buddhist Temple
would like to support this individual. A letter of support
and request that he be recognized by the JSBTC as a
ministerial aspirant will be sent to the Socho from both
the temple and Rev. Ikuta. Updates will be included in
future newsletters.

* The board is proposing to add a formal Japanese name,
“Seiganji” (West Coast Temple) to the name Steveston
Buddhist Temple in order to clearly identify the temple
geographically and spiritually, and additionally to avoid
confusion with other Buddhist groups. A member survey
will be conducted to clarify & propose the temple name.

* We are having extensive discussions on re-structuring the
Fujinkai “Women’s Association” to Fujinokai “Wisteria
Gathering” in order to bolster numbers and member
engagement to the women’s group (Fujinkai) with an
inclusive, all-member participation support network
(Fujinokai).

* Spearheaded by Reverend Grant, plans for the 2026
Vancouver Island Obon tour Aug. 6-9 are underway.

* The temple is considering chartering transportation for
the JC Memorial Monument unveiling in Victoria (Sept
12 or 19). The trip would be advertised to other Lower
Mainland temples to provide access to the event and
foster community.

* We are drafting a plan by this summer 2026 for proposed
centennial projects and activities to be held fall 2027 thru
fall ‘28. This would include inviting the Gomonshu (head
minister) from Kyoto Japan, and a proposal to host the
national AGM in April 2028

...and that concludes this month’s Board Notes, phew. :)

In gassho, ;?/“? on behalf of the SBT board

If you have suggestions for the temple, please feel
free to share them with Reverend Grant or any Board
member.

We are very open and interested in any/all input!



DHARMA LIGHT
DONATIONS & Memberships

The Steveston Buddhist Temple sincerely appreciates and thanks the
following for their generous donations: All donations deposited after
March 17th, 2026 will be announced in the next newsletter. Any
donations with notations stating that they are in the memory of several
individuals, these names will be acknowledged in the month that the
cheque was deposited. If you wish to have the donations acknowledged
in the newsletter corresponding with a particular Shotsuki month, we
ask that you make donations during that actual Shotsuki memorial
month Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.
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General Donation ($1,860): Akune Roy & Itoko, Akune Ted & Rose, Chow
Nobu & Suezone, Hilder Jamie, Ikuta Kuni & June, Kawamoto Tobo
& Hiroko, Matsushita Nobuko, McAllister Kirsten, Miyagi Misako,
Morizawa Sazare, Nakata Masahiko, Ryan Larry & Jeanne, Satsukikai,
Seguev Michiko, Setterstrom Amy, Stevens Annette, Steveston Kendo
Club, Watanabe Keiko, Whittier Maya, Yazawa Chiharu, Yoshihara
Ken & Hiroko, Anonymous

Moe no Kai Donation: Tanaka Jim, Tanaka Henry, Wickham Sharon,
Tanaka Darlene

Dharma School Donation: Araki Linda, Luo Xing

Shotsuki Donation ($4,015):

February: Kamachi Sumiko, Nakano Alison

March: Akizuki Casey Ayako, Akizuki Eiko, Akizuki Gary & Gloria,
Akizuki Russ, Akune Roy & Itoko, Akune Ted & Rose, Atkinson Kim,
Doi Louise, Domai Koji, Domai Kyosuke, Feng Alicia & Wei, Go Keiko,
Hamade Emi, Hamade Hiromi, Hamade Naomi, Hamade Noboru,
Hamaura Dean, Hamaura Misaye, Higo Kelvin & Kay, Hirose Mary,
Holmes Ruby & Tkachuk David, Ikeda Naoe, Ikuta Kuni & June, Kakehi
Tomoko, Kariya Florence, Kariya Victor, Kawabata Jack, Kawabata
Mitsuyo, King Hiroko, Kishiuchi Gordon, Komori Dick & Setsuko,
Kurahashi Marie & dJudy, Lovo Donna, Maede Judith, Matsumura
Laverne, Matsumura Margaret, McDonell Dawn, McDougall Kari, Monk
Lorene, Morishita Dennis, Mukai Akiko, Mukai Keith, Murakami Lori,
Murao Dick, Murao Ken, Murao Ray, Nagata Hart Lana, Nakata Brent
& Jenn, Nakata Masahiko, Nakata Ward, Nakatsuru Sherry, Niguma
Gordon, Niguma Kazuko, Nishi Greg & Mary, Ogawa Joanne, Omae
Darrel, Phillips Kim, Phillips Ben & Naomi, Quan Toshiko & Ernest,
Rodrigues Leah, Ryan Larry & Jeanne, Sakai Tomiko, Sakamoto Bud,
Sakamoto-Singh Crystal, Sato Helen, Satosono Sam & Aya, Takasaki

Mayumi, Tasaka Joyce, Tasaka Kaz & Chic, Teramura Pauline, Wright
Grace, Yoshida Dave & Arlene, Yoshihara Ken & Hiroko, Young Yvonne

April: Oikawa Toyoko
jor Services ($935):

Spring Ohigan: Akune Roy & Itoko, Chow Nobu & Suezone, Go Keiko,
Hashimoto Junichi, Ikuta Kuni & June, Kakehi Tomoko, Kawamoto
Tobo & Hiroko, Lytton Kaori, Matsushita Nobuko, Murakami Lori,
Nakanishi Mike & Frances, Niguma Kazuko, Nishi Kayoko, Oki
Hiroshi, Ryan Larry & Jeanne, Suyama Eiji & Caroline, Watanabe
Keiko, Whittier Maya, Yoshihara Ken & Hiroko

Funerals & Memorial Services ($5,380):

In memory of the late:

Kiyoko Tanaka: Tanaka Jim, Tanaka Henry, Wickham Sharon, Tanaka
Darlene, Fong Jim, Kuriyama Paul, Kuriyama Richard, Laidlaw Cathy,
Lum Hitomi, Nakanishi Mike & Frances, Sands Karen, SBT Fujinkai,
Takeuchi Ken & Sachiko

Andy Nakata: Rodrigues Leah, Akizuki Gary, Fukushima Linda & Roland,
Kawasaki Jeffrey, Matsuo Michelle, Monk Lorene, Nakamoto Edward,
Nakatani Dave, Nakatani Sean, Orr Derek, Orr Karen, Tasaka Don

Stacy Maeda: The Maeda Family, Bidin Dennis & Ng Brenda, Tkuta Kuni
& June, Macdonald Jennifer, Nakade Allan, Richmond Funeral Home,
Tani Kiyoshi Mutsumi, Yokota Carl

Ken Teramura: Ikuta Kuni & June, Kawabata Jack, Tanaka Jim

7th year memorial of Bob Hamaura: Hamaura Misaye, Akune Roy &
Itoko, Akune Ted & Rose

Hisae Domai: Quan Toshiko &Ernest

Dennis Shiyoji: Gilles Sharon

Sumi Tabata: Kawabata Mitsuyo

Arizo & Hatsue Tasaka: Tasaka Charles

Jennifer Tasaka: Tasaka Charles

26th year memorial of sister Toshiko Takasaki: Tomihiro

Fujinkai Donation:

General: Perkins Yvonne

Dana Day($826): Akune Roy & Itoko, Anzai June, Chow Nobu & Suezone,
Hamaura Misaye, Hirose Mary, Ikuta June, Kakehi Tomoko, Kawabata
Mitsuyo, Kawamoto Hiroko, Miyagi Misako, Murakami Lori, Murao
Tazuko, Nakanishi Mike & Frances, Niguma Kazuko, Nishi Kayoko,
Ryan Jeanne, Sakai Marge, Sakai Tomiko, Sakata Hozumi, Takeda Emi
& Hilder Jamie, Yoshihara Hiroko

In memory of Kiyoko Tanaka: Tanaka Jim, Tanaka Henry, Wickham

Sharon, Tanaka Darlene

In memory of Stacy Maeda: The Maeda Family

Membership 2026/2027 paid: Tkuta Kuni & June, Mehl Rainer, Matsunaga
Susan

Notice from the Office

Membership for 2026/2027 is $150 per member.
Please Submit the membership form. The form is available on our website or at the temple office.

We have three office staff members. Please see the working schedule for each staff member.

Keiko — Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday from 9am to 5pm

Renako — Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday from 8:30am to 4:30pm

Ikumi —
Friday from 1:15pm to 3:15pm

Monday from 11:15am to 4:15pm, Wednesday from 10:15am to 3:15pm




HANAMATSURI WEEKEND
APRIL 18 ~ 19, 2026

Guest Sensei: Patricia Kanaya Sensei

“Peace of Heart, Settled Mind:
An exploration of our
teachings on living and dying.”

Please join us for an event filled
weekend to celebrate the birth of
the Buddha. On Saturday, April
18th at 3:00 pm, we will have a
public lecture by retired Kaikyoshi
minister Patricia Kanaya Sensei.
Patricia Sensei is originally from
Toronto but served for a number of years in the Buddhist
Churches of America, where she served as the resident
minister at the San Fernando Valley Buddhist Temple.
Upon her retirement, Patricia Sensei returned to Canada
and is residing now in Ottawa where she volunteers and
helps out the Buddhist fellowship in Ottawa.

On Sunday, April 19 from 10:30 am, we will be
commemorating Hanamatsuri service with our guest
Pattricia Sensei giving the Dharma message. We hope you
will join us to celebrate the occasion.

As we put our hands together in gassho and take a quiet
moment to reflect, we are reminded of the signs of spring.
The birds are singing, the flowers are blooming, and new
life 1s all around us. Let’s all open our eyes, hearts and
minds to the meaning of Hanamatsuri.

Please contact Rev. Ikuta to receive a zoom invitation for
both the lecture as well as the service.
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Moe No-Kai
Keiko Go

At the Moe No-Kai on February 19, there was an
Tkebana demonstration conducted by Michiko Seguev
who is one of the temple members as well as an instructor
of the Sogetsu Ryuu Ikebana here in Steveston. Then
just recently on March 19 at Moe No-Kai, the seniors had
a chance to experience their own style of ITkebana and
flower arrangement. To briefly explain the difference
between Kado, Tkebana, and Flower Arrangement: Kado,
like Tea Ceremony and Calligraphy, is an art of mastering
the ‘Way” where the purpose is to refine the heart and
elevate the spirit through flowers. Ikebana is a flower
culture that developed from Kado, characterized by
enjoying flowers freely according to one’s own sensibilities
without being bound by strict rules. It values the beauty
of space with the plants and flowers used as the focal
point. Contrarily, Flower Arrangement originated in the
West as a decorative art and emphasizes individuality
while combining a variety of flowers in a brilliant way.
With Michiko san’s careful guidance, surrounded and
healed by colourful flowers such as cherry blossoms,
lilies, carnations, chrysanthemums, gardenias, and
freesias, seniors enjoyed their self-styled Ikebana and
Flower arrangements. I would like to thank Michiko san
for giving us such a wonderful opportunity. The temple
classrooms became a dazzling floral exhibition hall on
March 19th. We hope to create many more opportunities
like this through this go-en (connection).




DHARMA LIGHT

, STEVESTON
$ Buddhist
Temple

4360 Garry Street
Richmond BC. V7E 2Vv2
Tel: (604) 277-2323

Fax: (604) 277-0313
info@steveston-temple.ca
www.steveston-temple.ca

MEMBERSHIP:

Two options
#1Chowmein $14.00
#2 SBT Original Teriyaki Chicken &
Chowmein Combo $20.00

% Steveston
uddhist Temple

/) B
7 27— TR AR

Chowmein Drive Thru is Back!!!
Back by popular demand, the temple will be holding its drive-thru
Chow Mein Dinner pick up on Saturday, April 11th, 2026.
Proceeds from the sales will go towards relief effort for the
people of Tumbler Ridge
2 options to choose from
1)Chowmein $14.00
2)SBT'’s Original Teriyaki Chicken & Chowmein Combo $20.00
Scan QR code and place your order through online form.
If you do not have internet access, please call the temple office
at (604)277-2323

HELP is needed for this fundraiser to chop vegerables & meat on
Friday April 10th and on Saturday April 11th to cook & package
the orders from 9:00am

If you are available, please send a message to
office@steveston-temple.ca

Would you like to receive your own copy of Dharma Light?
Send an e-mail to: events@steveston-temple.ca and ask to be added to our mailing list.
(Al members automatically receive a copy vie e-mail, hand delivery or Canada Post.)

If you would like to become a member, please come
to the office and complete the membership form.

Join the Sangha and spread the Dhermea

uddhist Temple
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Traditional Japanese Concert

Tsumugu Project 2026
[ &.5R-IBUKI-]

2026

4/ 17 e

Shakuhachi

Yoshimi

Taiko

Keita

Kanazashi Tsujimoto

Showtime 7:00pm
Doors 6:30pm
Minimum of $10
donation per person

2

Creation
Tradition

This will be our first traditional Japanese instrument concert
inviting performers from Japan in three years.

We sincerely hope that many of you will be able to enjoy this
opportunity.
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