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法  の ともしび法  の ともしびLIGHT OF THE DHARMALIGHT OF THE DHARMA
NOTICE TO MEMBERS:NOTICE TO MEMBERS:

We are again conducting 
services in person as well as 

per ZOOM. 
Please contact Sensei for links. 

REGULAR SCHEDULEREGULAR SCHEDULE

ENGLISH SERVICES
  Sundays 10:30am

JAPANESE SERVICES
  Sundays 11:30am

SEIZA MEDITATION
  Thursdays 7:30pm

MORNING MEDITATION
  Fridays 10:00am

FUJINKAI 
TOBAN 2

SPECIAL EVENTSSPECIAL EVENTS

Monday April 1st 7:00 pm
   SBT Board Meeting Sunday 
April 7th 10:30am
   Shotsuki Memorial Service
Wed April 17th  7:00pm
   SBT Movie Night 

Sunday May 5th  10:30am
   Shotsuki Memorial Service

Contact: June Ikuta 
604-277-5077

Your Donations are needed Your Donations are needed 
and appreciated!and appreciated!

Donations are the single largest Donations are the single largest 
source of income for the source of income for the 

temple. Although there are no temple. Although there are no 
scheduled events, expenses do scheduled events, expenses do 
not stop. We want to be able not stop. We want to be able 

to restart programs as soon as to restart programs as soon as 
possible, so we thank you in possible, so we thank you in 

advance for your contribution.advance for your contribution.

Hanamatsuri – The Birth of the BuddhaHanamatsuri – The Birth of the Buddha
As we turn the calendar from March to April, spring is 

in full swing with flowers blossoming everywhere. In fact, 
with the recent hot spell we had in March the Sakura cherry 
blossoms flowered several weeks earlier than usual. In Japan, 
the cherry blossoms haven’t even started.

The month of April is when we celebrate the birth of 
Siddhartha Gautama, who would go on to become the Shakyamuni Buddha. 
According to the story of his birth, Gautama Shakyamuni Buddha was born on 
April 8th, 565 BC, in Lumbini’s Garden, in the southern tip of Nepal. It was in 
Lumbini’s Garden that Queen Maya, who was returning to her parents’ place to 
give birth to her child, took rest. It is written that while she was resting, a tree 
branch gently bent down towards her, and she grabbed hold of it when the baby 
Siddhartha was born. Flower petals and sweet rain fell from the heavens.

Legend has it that the newborn infant immediately stood up, took seven steps, 
and pointed his right hand to the sky and his left hand to the earth and spoke 
the following words:

	 “Above and below the heavens,
      I alone, am the World-Honoured One.” 

Of course, common sense would have us saying that this would be impossible 
to do, and perhaps this was just a legend to signify that the Buddha was indeed 
special from birth. However, regardless of whether this was true or just a legend. 
What we as Buddhist followers must pay attention to is the significance of this 
legend. The essence of what was being taught through this legend. The meaning 
behind the Baby Siddhartha taking seven steps is to signify that he will be the 
one who transcends the six realms of suffering, or samsara, and will become the 
enlightened one. This is reinforced by the statement he made that “he alone, is 
the World-Honoured One”. It is truly an event that all Buddhists rejoice at, even 
though it took place over 2,500 years ago. 

For Jodo Shinshu Buddhists, the birth of the Buddha is significant because 
without it, we would never have encountered the teachings of Amida Buddha 
and the Nembutsu. I hope you will be able to join us this coming April 13th and 
14th weekend as we celebrate the Hanamatsuri weekend with our guest, retired 
Kaikyoshi minister, Rev. James Martin, formerly of the Calgary Buddhist Temple. 
James Sensei will be giving a public lecture on Saturday, April 13th from 3:00 
pm and will also be giving the Dharma Message during the Hanamatsuri Service 
on Sunday morning from 10:30 am. Please come celebrate together with us, this 
most auspicious 
occasion.

In Gassho,
Grant Ikuta,
minister

NEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERS
Welcome to the Steveston Buddhist Temple

* Holmes Ruby
* Kojima Michiko
* Martens Sam
* Miyagi Misako

* Nishikihama Calvin
* Shimano Kirk
* Shimano Nicholas
* Yesaki Arthur

We are very happy that you have become members 
of the Temple and hope that you will be able to 
enjoy the variety of activities this temple offers. 
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FUJINKAI NEWSFUJINKAI NEWS
Hiroko YoshiharaHiroko Yoshihara

Cherry trees are bursting in pink 
blossoms around the temple.  Our kitchen 
is filling up with boxes of garage sale items.  
Recent donations are crystal glassware 

and Japanese items.  We hope to have a separate sale of the 
Japanese items inside the temple possibly in April.  There 
will be our usual outdoor sale in May when the weather 
warms up.
Jeanne Ryan and June Ikuta are on the Temple 
board.  If you have any concerns, please contact 
them.
Have a great spring!

Moe No Kai Moe No Kai 
Keiko GoKeiko Go

We had 15 seniors including 
volunteers this month.  We started 
our morning session by activating 
our brain by playing a simple game. 
We asked seniors to name various 
ingredients for onigiri and miso soup.  
We also sang three songs including a birthday song along 
with our ukulele players. Since it’s spring, we planted two 
types of seeds in each paper cup. They were Dianthus and 
Marigold seeds. Thanks to the volunteers for bringing 
their own little shovels and plastic pails from home. Before 
putting soil and seeds into their paper cups, they were 
asked to write messages like “waiting for flowers” or “Love 
& Passion” etc. on paper cups with drawings. They made 
each paper cup so colorful; it really brought our spring spirit 
back.  Once the sprouts come out, we are asking seniors to 
replant them in their garden or into bigger pots possibly 
with some photos taken at the same time so that we can 
keep a record of them. They are asked to bring photos to 
Moe No-Kai until they bloom.   It will be wonderful to share 
this with the rest of the temple members.  Thank you again 
everyone and let’s stay connected.  Our next Moe No-Kai 
will be held on Thursday, April 18th at 10am.  We hope to 
see you all again.  Thank you. 

Donations and LegaciesDonations and Legacies
We would like to express our appreciation to all those 

who continue to donate to the temple at our various 
activities and events. At present, donations are our main 
source of income, as we have tried to keep membership fees 
consistent. 

Expenses that exceed donations, cause us to dip into our 
‘Rainy Day Fund’, but this is not sustainable in the long 
run. Over the past few years, a number of members have 
left a legacy to the Temple in their will, and these have 
covered our budget shortfalls. 

If you are considering a legacy donation, please don’t 
hesitate to contact the Sensei or the temple office to see if a 
donation for a specific purpose or a general donation would 
make the most sense. We appreciate that you keep us in 
your thoughts and appreciate your support.

Drive Thru Pick Up Chow MeinDrive Thru Pick Up Chow Mein
Saturday, June 1st: Pick Up from 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Back by popular demand is the drive thru Chow Mien 
sales. This time, we will have 2 options

1) Chow Mien by itself, or 
2) as a Dinner with Teriyaki Salmon and Rice.
Prices will be announced in the May Newsletter, and 

orders will be taken at that time. Please contact the
temple office to order once you receive the next newsletter.
Thank you for helping raise funds for the temple.

Next Temple Movie Night Next Temple Movie Night 
Wed. April 17   7pm to 9:30pmWed. April 17   7pm to 9:30pm

“Shall We Dance?”“Shall We Dance?”
                           
Starring Koji Yakusho, Tamiyo Kusakari, Hideko 

Hara, Reiko Kusamura, and Naoto Takenaka. Directed 
by Masayuki Suo. “Shall We Dance?” became a worldwide 
sensation in 1996 and took numerous awards at the 
Japanese Academy Awards including best picture for 1996. 
Although Hollywood would remake the movie starring 
Richard Gere and Jennifer Lopez, we will be watching the 
original Japanese version with English subtitles.

Come and join us for an evening of fun. “Shall We Dance?”
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DONATIONS & MembershipsDONATIONS & Memberships
The Steveston Buddhist Temple sincerely appreciates and thanks 

the following for their generous donations:  All donations deposited 
after March 22, 2024 will be announced in the next newsletter. Any 
donations with notations stating that they are in memory of several 
individuals, these names will be acknowledged in the month that the 
cheque was deposited. If you wish to have the donations acknowledged 
in the newsletter corresponding with a particular Shotsuki month, we 
ask that you make donations during that actual Shotsuki memorial 
month. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

最近一年を通した法要と祥月御懇志を小切手にて一括で送られて
くるケースが多くなりました。その場合は 入金されたその月の
ニュースレターにまとめてお報せ致しますのでご了承下さいま
せ。尚、祥月御懇志袋上に差出人のお名前、ご住所の他、どの月
の祥月御懇志かもお忘れなく記載して下さいませ。有難うござい
ました。

General donation ($1,250)General donation ($1,250):Berlinguette Jocelyn, Hirose Mary, Ikuta 
Kuni & June, Ikuta Teruko, Nakata Ward, Oda Jennifer, Ryan Larry 
& Jeanne, Whittier Maya, Yoshihara Ken & Hiroko, Jamsnet Canada

Wedding celebration of Nick & Kirk Shimano:Wedding celebration of Nick & Kirk Shimano: Macgregor Marie
Dharma donationDharma donation: Akune Roy & Itoko
March Shotsuki donation ($3,710):March Shotsuki donation ($3,710): Akizuki Casey & Ayako, Akizuki Eiko, 

Akizuki Gary & Gloria, Akizuki Russ, Akune Robert, Akune Roy & Itoko, 
Atkinson Kim, Doi Peter & Louise, Domai Kiyo, Domai Koji, Go Keiko, 
Hamade Feng Alicia, Hamade Emi, Hamade Naomi, Hamanishi Betty, 
Hamaura Dean, Hamaura Misaye, Hart Matt & Lana, Hayashi R., Higo 
Kelvin & Kay, Hirano Chiyoko, Hirose Mary, Holmes Ruby & Tkachuk 
David, Ikeda Naoe, Ikuta Denise, Ikuta Kevin & Karen, Ikuta Kuni 
& June, Kakehi Tomko, Kariya Florence, Kawabata Mitsuyo, Komori 
Dick & Setsuko, Kurahashi Marie & Judy, Lovo Donna, Maede Judith, 
Maeno Ruby, Matsumura Laverne, Matsumura Margaret, McDougall 
Kari & Russ, Monk Lorene, Morishita Dennis, Mukai Akiko, Mukai 
George, Murakami Lori, Murao Dick, Murao Keith, Murao Ken, Murao 
Ray, Nakata Brent & Jen, Nakatsuru Sherry, Niguma Gordon, Niguma 
Kazuko, Nishi Chizuko, Nishi Greg & Mary, Nishi Robert, Royce & 
Skyler, Omae Darrel, Oye Hanako, Phillips Kim, Phillips Naomi & Ben, 
Quan Ernest & Toshiko, Rodrigues Leah, Ryan Larry & Jeanne, Sakai 
Tomiko, Sakamoto Bud, Sakamoto-Singh Crystal, Sameshima Dan, 
Sameshima Ron, Sato Helen, Satosono Sam & Aya, Takasaki Mayumi, 
Tasaka Chuck, Tasaka Randy & Joyce, Tasaka Kaz & Chic, Teramura 
Ken & Pauline, Wright Grace, Yamamoto Ryan, Yesaki Tom, Yoneda 
Kaz, Yoshihara Ken & Hiroko, Young Yvonne, Yukawa Joe

April Shotsuki:April Shotsuki: Oikawa Toyoko
Major services ($570):Major services ($570):
Nehan-e service: Nehan-e service: Kondo Kaoru, Murakami Lori, Sakai Marge
Hoonko service: Hoonko service: Matsuno Seishi & Kisako
Funerals & Memorial services: In memory of the late:Funerals & Memorial services: In memory of the late:
Susumu Tabata:Susumu Tabata: Tabata Susanne, Akune Roy & Itoko, Akune Ted & 

Rose, Tasaka Chuck
Emiko Tanaka:Emiko Tanaka: Doi Peter & Louise, Ichiiwa Ken, Mukai Akiko
H. H. Hori: Hori: Yoneda Kaz
C. C. Uyeno: Uyeno: Hamanishi Frank & Pat
Hisae Domai: Hisae Domai: Quan Ernest & Toshiko
Kanako Ohara: Kanako Ohara: Kondo Kaoru
Toshiaki Konishi:Toshiaki Konishi: Kondo Kaoru
Etsuko Ogawa: Etsuko Ogawa: Ogawa Mifune
Tsurue & Masaharu Tsurue & Masaharu Ogawa Mifune
1st year memorial of the late Hiroshi Nogami:1st year memorial of the late Hiroshi Nogami: 

Nogami Harvey, Nogami Ross
1st year memorial of the late Toyoko Maede:1st year memorial of the late Toyoko Maede: Holmes 

Ruby & Tkachuk David
In loving memory of late sister Toshiko Takasaki 24 n loving memory of late sister Toshiko Takasaki 24 

year:year: Koyanagi Susie, Tomihiro Kaz

Your Donations are needed and appreciated!Your Donations are needed and appreciated!
Donations are the single largest source of Donations are the single largest source of 
income for the temple, and allow us to create our programs, income for the temple, and allow us to create our programs, 
which we hope you also can enjoy, so we thank you for your which we hope you also can enjoy, so we thank you for your 
contribution.contribution.

The Last HugThe Last Hug
It was on the occasion of my cousin’s funeral in Lethbridge, 

Alberta, on March 2nd that I visited my 97 year old Aunt 
Tomi whom I had not seen for quite some time.  She was 
having difficulties with her mobility.  it was very noticeable 
as she was unable to get around without her walker.  And, 
her mind was not as sharp and alert as I recall.  Yet, despite 
this condition we had a wonderful conversation.  As Itoko, 
my wife, and I were leaving after an hour’s visit, Aunt Tomi 
stated, “Hope this is not the last visit but who knows.”

On hearing these words from her, my mind was directed 
to the Japanese phrase “Ichigo-Ichie”, literally translated 
“one time, one meeting”.  Although it has its origin in Zen 
Buddhism, it applies to Jodo Shinshu and, I think, life in 
general.  This phrase has many interpretations.  One of 
them is “ Everyday is the first day and the last day of our 
life”. Another that stands most in my mind is,” that we never 
know the final consequences of our actions and as such 
each and every moment is to be cherished”.  It describes 
the cultural concept of treasuring the unrepeatable nature 
of this “One time, One meeting”. It is the transiency of life 
and impermanence. It reminds me to value each moment as 
the last.  My hug with my aunt could be the last.  Similarly, 
I can very vividly recall my father, who was the Steveston 
Kendo Dojo head instructor, reminding his students that 
in the Bushido spirit one must not become careless with 
the techniques and skills. “Do not think of retrying your 
movement as in life or death struggles, there is no chance to 
retry.  One should see each thrust as a singular and decisive 
event.”

Normally, we take for granted that our everyday life will 
continue.  Every day we see the same people and we do 
the same job or the same chores.  I wake up and have an 
oatmeal breakfast and the next morning I have Immunocal, 
a whey protein.  My life is a routine.  Is your’s the same? 

One who lives the life of Ichigo-Ichie, does not take life 
for granted. Each day one wakes up, has breakfast and goes 
to work or goes about their chores. Each event is seen as the 
first and the last.  Buddhism views impermanence as one 
of the essential doctrines - everything changes and nothing 
lasts forever.

As I reflected on this gathering with my aunt, I thought 
to myself this may not occur again. It may be the last time 
I can hug her. “One time, one meeting.”  Living in the spirit 
of Ichigo-Ichie, I cannot take life for granted.  

As I sat in front of my laptop inputting my thoughts, 
these words crossed my mind:

	 The Buddhist way of living is to live with a 
freshness, a joy of life as if

Today is the first day of my life.  
The Buddhist way of living Is to live with a 

deep appreciation and gratitude that Today may 
possibly be the last day of my life.  

A simple teaching of impermanence, it has deep 
implications!

In Gassho,
Roy Akune 
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Date: August 10 –14, 2024 
Fee:  $800 per person for double  
   occupancy 
   $1300 for single occupancy  
   (space limited) 
Registration Deadline: June 1, 2024 
The BC Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples Federation is proud to announce the 2024 Vancouver Island 
Obon and JC History Tour from Aug. 10th to 14th. Co-sponsored with the Victoria Nikkei Cultural 
Society, and the Seven Potatoes Nikkei Society in Nanaimo, we are organizing a comprehensive tour 
highlighted by the Obon Cemetery visitations with additional focus on the Nikkei community history 
on Vancouver Island prior to WWII as well as the re-establishment of communities post WWII.  
 
Maximum Participants: 48 people: Due to the co-sponsoring nature of this year’s tour, we have blocked 
15 spaces for the BCJSBTF members until April 30. This means that the first 15 applicants from any of 
our affiliated temples will receive priority acceptance. Once the first 15 applicants have been received, 
and/or from May 1st, any additional applicants will be included with the general public and would not be 
guaranteed a spot. In other words, the earlier you apply the greater chances of being accepted on the 
tour. 

On May 5th, 2021, the BC Provincial Government acknowledged their part in the wrongdoing of the unlawful relocation of 
22,000 Canadians of Japanese ancestry from the west coast in the early 1940’s. As part of the reconciliation process, 
the government allocated a very large sum of money which became the basis for the Nikkei Legacy Foundation. For this 
year’s Obon tour, the BCJSBTF has received a grant for $40,000 from the Nikkei Intergenerational Wellness Fund. The 
Grant will help offset expenses for the trip.  

Highlights from the trip include fellowship gatherings with local Nikkei communities in Victoria, Port Alberni, Nanaimo, 
and Cumberland. During these gatherings, we hope to get to know the local communities and learn about their history on 
the Island. We will hold healing circles to acknowledge injustices done in the past, but also to help forge ahead, looking 
towards the future with a sense of gratitude and hope.  
 
Obon Cemetery services will be held in Victoria, Duncan, Chemainus, Nanaimo, Port Alberni, and Cumberland. In 
Nanaimo, we will be joining the Seven Potatoes Nikkei Community Sponsored Bon Odori Dance, as well as visit the 
“New Japanese Canadian Exhibit” and “the Broken Promises Exhibit” at the Nanaimo Museum.  
 
Join us for this “Journey of the heart”. A trip you won’t want to miss. 
 
For registration forms and for more information please contact Rev. Grant Ikuta at rev.ikuta@steveston-temple.ca, or at the 
Steveston Buddhist Temple (604) 277-2323. 
 
What’s Included: 
－ Transportation Expenses (Chartered bus will pick us up on Aug. 10 at the Steveston Buddhist Temple. Vehicles may 

be left over the weekend in our covered parkade at Wisteria Place) 
－ All meals included 
－ Hotel for 4 nights in Victoria, Nanaimo, Port Alberni, and Courtenay (double occupancy). 
 
Trip Sponsors & Supporters: BCJSBTF, BCJSBTFWF, Japanese Canadian Legacies Foundation, Victoria Nikkei Cultural 
Society, Seven Potatoes Nikkei Society, Nanaimo Museum, Cumberland Village,  Comox Valley Nikkei Association,  Old 
Cemeteries Society of Victoria

BBCCJJSSBBTTFF
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2024年 4月2024年 4月
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Fee:  $800 per person for double  
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   $1300 for single occupancy  
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highlighted by the Obon Cemetery visitations with additional focus on the Nikkei community history 
on Vancouver Island prior to WWII as well as the re-establishment of communities post WWII.  
 
Maximum Participants: 48 people: Due to the co-sponsoring nature of this year’s tour, we have blocked 
15 spaces for the BCJSBTF members until April 30. This means that the first 15 applicants from any of 
our affiliated temples will receive priority acceptance. Once the first 15 applicants have been received, 
and/or from May 1st, any additional applicants will be included with the general public and would not be 
guaranteed a spot. In other words, the earlier you apply the greater chances of being accepted on the 
tour. 

On May 5th, 2021, the BC Provincial Government acknowledged their part in the wrongdoing of the unlawful relocation of 
22,000 Canadians of Japanese ancestry from the west coast in the early 1940’s. As part of the reconciliation process, 
the government allocated a very large sum of money which became the basis for the Nikkei Legacy Foundation. For this 
year’s Obon tour, the BCJSBTF has received a grant for $40,000 from the Nikkei Intergenerational Wellness Fund. The 
Grant will help offset expenses for the trip.  

Highlights from the trip include fellowship gatherings with local Nikkei communities in Victoria, Port Alberni, Nanaimo, 
and Cumberland. During these gatherings, we hope to get to know the local communities and learn about their history on 
the Island. We will hold healing circles to acknowledge injustices done in the past, but also to help forge ahead, looking 
towards the future with a sense of gratitude and hope.  
 
Obon Cemetery services will be held in Victoria, Duncan, Chemainus, Nanaimo, Port Alberni, and Cumberland. In 
Nanaimo, we will be joining the Seven Potatoes Nikkei Community Sponsored Bon Odori Dance, as well as visit the 
“New Japanese Canadian Exhibit” and “the Broken Promises Exhibit” at the Nanaimo Museum.  
 
Join us for this “Journey of the heart”. A trip you won’t want to miss. 
 
For registration forms and for more information please contact Rev. Grant Ikuta at rev.ikuta@steveston-temple.ca, or at the 
Steveston Buddhist Temple (604) 277-2323. 
 
What’s Included: 
－ Transportation Expenses (Chartered bus will pick us up on Aug. 10 at the Steveston Buddhist Temple. Vehicles may 

be left over the weekend in our covered parkade at Wisteria Place) 
－ All meals included 
－ Hotel for 4 nights in Victoria, Nanaimo, Port Alberni, and Courtenay (double occupancy). 
 
Trip Sponsors & Supporters: BCJSBTF, BCJSBTFWF, Japanese Canadian Legacies Foundation, Victoria Nikkei Cultural 
Society, Seven Potatoes Nikkei Society, Nanaimo Museum, Cumberland Village,  Comox Valley Nikkei Association,  Old 
Cemeteries Society of Victoria
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萌の会萌の会
郷　恵子

3月の萌の会はボランティァさんを入れ
て15人ほどのシニアの皆さんがお見え
になりました。まずは簡単な脳トレで
おにぎりや味噌汁の具を言えるだけ思い出してもらう
ことから始まりました。そして、春らしくなってウキ
ウキしてきたのもあり、ウクレレに合わせ “はな”と
久しぶりに“幸せなら手をたたこう”を歌い盛り上が
りました。更に今回は春らしく夫々2個つづの紙コップ
に、ナデシコとマリーゴールドの種まきをしました。
前もって土と容器、小さなシャベルはボランティァさ
んによって用意されました。夫々の紙コップに“早く
芽が出て来～い”とか”待ってるよ～“などメッセー
ジも書きました。中には、“幸運のナデシコ“や”情
熱のマリーゴールド“などの名を付けている人もいま
した。自分たちが植えたナデシコとマリーゴールドの
成長をこの先数か月間観察して楽しんで頂きたいと願
っています。誰の花が一番早く咲くか競争したいもの
です。植物を育てることは根気もいるし楽しみも増え
生活に張りが出て来ることでしょう。種まきした芽や
花の成長記録写真はこれから紙に貼り、是非お寺の皆
さんにもご覧になって頂きたいものです。さて、次回
の萌の会は4月18日（木）午前10時からにります。次
回も楽しみにして下さいませ。お待ちしております。

婦人会からのお知らせ婦人会からのお知らせ
吉原ヒロコ

お寺のまわりの桜はピンク色の花が満
開です。キッチンはセール用の品物の
詰まった箱でいっぱいです。最近寄付
された物はクリスタルのガラス製品と

日本の品物です。多分４月にお寺の中で日本の物だけ
を売るセールをしたいと思います。お天気が良ければ
５月に外でいつものセールをいたします。

ライアン・ジーニーさんと生田ジューンさんはお寺の
役員です。ご質問や気にかかることがありましたらお
二人にご連絡ください。

素晴らしい春を満喫してください！

法   法   
の  の  
と と 
も も 
し し 
びび

花祭り - 仏陀の誕生花祭り - 仏陀の誕生

カレンダーが3月から4月に変わ
り、周りに多くの花が咲き乱れ、
春が本格化しています。３月には
記録更新した暖かい日々が続き、
桜の開花は例年より数週間早くな
りました。日本では、桜の開花が
始まろうとしているところだそう
です。

さて、4月はお釈迦様の誕生を祝う月であります。紀
元前565年4月8日、ネパール南端のルンビニの庭でお
生まれになったと言い伝えられています。マヤ王妃は
出産のために故郷に帰ろうとした途中、休息のために
ルンビニ荘園によられました。彼女が休んでいる間、
木の枝が彼女に向かってそっと曲がり、マヤ王妃はそ
の枝に支えられながら赤ん坊のシッダールタをお産み
になられたと言われています。天から花びらと甘い雨
が降ってきたそうです。
伝説によると、生まれたばかりの赤ん坊は立ち上が
り、7歩進み、右手を空に、左手を大地に向け、次の
言葉を話されました。

	 「天上天下唯我独尊」

もちろん、常識的に考えれば、そんなことはあり得な
いでしょうし、もしかしたら、これは仏陀が生まれた

時から特別な存在であったことを示す伝
説に過ぎないのかもしれません。この話
は私たちに何を伝えようとしているのか
が大切なのです。赤ん坊のシッダールタ
が7歩を踏む姿は彼が苦しみの６道（迷い
の世界）を超越し、悟りを開く仏陀にな
ることを伝えているのです。これは、さ
らに名言の「天上天下唯我独尊」で強調
されています。2500年以上も前の出来事
であるにもかかわらず、すべての仏教徒
が喜ぶ祝い事です。 

浄土真宗ではお釈迦様は阿弥陀様のみ教
えを伝えるためにこの世に誕生されたと
受け取られています。つまり、お釈迦様
のご誕生は阿弥陀様との出会いの元にな
るわけです。

今月13日と14日の週末に花祭りの週末
が行われます。 ご講師は元カルガリー
仏教会のジェームズマーティン開教使
です。13日(土)午後3:00から講演会を行
い、日曜日の午前１０時半から花祭り法
要にご講師としてもお参りされます。皆
様のお参りをお待ちしております。どう
ぞよろしくお願い致します。

合掌、
生田グラント、駐在開教使
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MEMBERSHIP: If you would like to become a member, please come 
to the office and complete the membership form.

Join the Sangha and spread the DharmaJoin the Sangha and spread the Dharma

4360 Garry Street 
Richmond  BC. V7E 2V2 
Tel: (604) 277-2323 
Fax: (604) 277-0313 
info@steveston-temple.ca   
www.steveston-temple.ca 

STEVESTON 
Buddhist
Temple Would you like to receive your own copy of Dharma Light?

Send an e-mail to: events@steveston-temple.ca and ask to be added to our mailing list.
(All members automatically receive a copy vie e-mail, hand delivery or Canada Post.)

OBITUARYOBITUARY
We would like to express our heartfelt sympathy to 

the family members of the following deceased:
 

Mrs. Nana Kitsuda	 February 19, 2024	    92 Years Old
Mrs. Mary Nagasawa	 February 29, 2024	    91 Years Old

敬 弔敬 弔
次の方がご逝去されましたので、生前のご苦労を偲

び、謹んで敬弔の意を表します。

橘田　奈 	々 ２０２４年２月１９日寂	 ９２歳
ナガサワ　メリー	２０２４年２月２９日寂	 ９１歳

APRIL 2024 MEMORIAL SERVICE  APRIL 2024 MEMORIAL SERVICE  (Please bring your “Homyo”.)(Please bring your “Homyo”.)

Akizuki, Kinuyo
Atagi, Kazuko
Atode, Yasutaro
Ayukawa, Margaret
Etori, Chiyo
Fukakusa, Akio
Hama, Kenzo
Hamada, Chiyoko
Hamade, Tokuno
Hamanishi, Shinjiro
Hamano, Kiyoshi
Hashimoto, Shizue
Haya, Yoshimatsu
Hikita, Takeo

Hikida, Tatsuo
Ikari, Senichi  Roy
Ikari, Tsuru
Rev. Ikuta, Kyojo
Ito, Tamotsu
Iwata, Genevieve
Kakino, Chiyoko
Kariya, Ayako
Kariya, Chiyoko
Kariya, Isamu
Kariya, Sadasuke
Kariya, Yonekazu
Kawasaki, Takeo
Kimura, Yoshio

Kishiuchi, Michio
Kishiuchi, Yoshiko
Kitade, Sute
Kitagawa, Michiko
Kondo, Fujikazu
Koyanagi, Mutsuo
Maeda, Toshimatsu
Matsumura, Matsuo
Matsuo, Kametaro
Miyazaki, Susie Shizuko
Mori, Kahoru
Morizawa, Choichiro
Murao, Mon
Nakamura, Miyuki

Nakanishi, Harue
Nakatani, Sam
Nakatsu, Tsunenobu
Narukami, Teruo
Nishi, Misako
Nishi, Nancy
Nishi, Shigeo
Nogami, Mieko
Ohara, Masao
Oikawa, Hisashi
Okano, Tokiko
Oura, Chiye
Oye, Yasuo
Sakai, Ei

Sakai, Terry Teruo
Sakamoto, Hirotaka
Sameshima, Margaret
Sameshima, Merry Minori
Shiyoji, Koito
Shoji, Matsue
Suzuki, Richard
Tanaka, Eddy
Tani, Seikichi
Tezuka, Michihiko
Tsukijima, Shigeko
Urata, Minoru
Uyeyama, Tokue
Yamada, Shizuyo

Yamaguchi, Junshiro
Yamaguchi, Nobuye
Yamashita, Harry
Yamashita, Heijiro
Yesaki, Sunae
Yokota, Ayako
Yokota, Shige
Yoshida, Mitsu

MAY 2024  MEMORIAL SERVICE  MAY 2024  MEMORIAL SERVICE  (Please bring your “Homyo”.)(Please bring your “Homyo”.)

Akizuki, Sukenobu
Akizuki, Takeyo
Arima, Daniel Hideki
Bauer, Josef Georg
Doi, Leona
Hamade, Hatsuyo
Hamaura, Kiichiro
Haya, Haruko
Hayashi, Yasu
Hirose, Ted, Tadahiko
Ikari, Toshiko

Ikeda, Hisano
Inouye, Tomojiro
Ishida, Takezo
Ishida, Tracy Toru
Kanno, Kikumi
Kawabata, Victor
Kishi, Setsuko
Kishiuchi, Tane
Kitade, Yasuo
Kudo, Mary Yoshiko
Kuriyama, Kikuyo

Kurahashi, Tazuko
Kuramoto, Tomiyuki
Maekawa, Sandra Takeno
Matsuba, Nobuo
Matsumura, Yasue
Miyazaki, Takumi Tak
Mori, Michiharu
Murao, Michitaka
Murao, Nagako
Nagata, Shokichi
Nishi, Teruo

Nishikihama, Kono-
suke
Nomura, Yukie
Ogawa, Masatsugu
Okano, Fumio
Okano, Hideo
Okano, Masaji
Osaka, George
Oshiro, Art Yeichi
Ryan, Lee Takashi
Sakamoto, Claudette

Sakamoto, Noboru
Sakata, Chiyoko
Sakata, Masakazu
Sakiyama, Fukumatsu
Sakiyama, Joy
Sameshima, Hisako
Sato, Fumie
Shirakawa, Kiichiro
Tabata, Tatsue
Tabata, Yoshiaki
Takasaki, Kazuo

Takeuchi, Fujitaka
Taniwa, Tei
Toyoda, Fusako
Upadhyaya, Hisaka
Yamamoto, Kazuhiko
Yamamoto, Nancy Sumiko
Yamamoto, Terumi


